I am a Pediatrician and the Chair of the Pioneer Valley Asthma Coalition PVAC, and director of several CDC and NIEH funded Community Health worker based interventions at The Baystate Children Hospital. The PVAC is a multi-organizational, community partnership whose mission is to improve the quality of life for individuals, families and communities affected by asthma in Western Massachusetts’ Pioneer Valley.    
While serving as a resource for Western Massachusetts, the PVAC focuses many of its activities on Springfield because of high rates of asthma, large asthma health disparities and the many environmental injustices that contribute to these disparities. Approximately 20% of Springfield students have asthma documented in their school medical record according to the Springfield School Nursing Dept.  This is almost double the state asthma prevalence of 10.8% for school children in grades k-8 (MDPH “Pediatric Asthma in Massachusetts,” 2006-2007).  In addition, Springfield has large asthma disparities with asthma hospitalization rates 6 times higher among Hispanics and 2.5 times higher among African Americans than Caucasians (MassCHIP, 2005).  These high asthma rates indicate not only a large disproportionate health burden community members in Springfield bear, but also diminished quality of life through lost school and work days and decreased academic performance. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Springfield is a designated environmental justice community and its poor air quality has already been linked to these high asthma rates.  This plant will place community members at even higher risk. Springfield’s poor air quality includes high ozone levels, as indicated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency health standards and other distinguished experts here today. Trucks delivering the 20-ton truckloads of wood to the Palmer Biomass Plant would worsen these already unhealthy diesel emissions. In addition to contributing to the poor air quality in Springfield overall, these emissions have the potential to have a particularly harmful impact on the children with asthma in the many schools in close proximity to the plant.  
As physician and on behalf of the Pioneer Valley Asthma Coalition (PVAC) I would like to express the PVAC’s opposition to the construction of the Palmer Renewable Energy biomass plant at 1000 Page Boulevard, Springfield, MA because of the health risks emissions from the plant pose for community members with asthma in Springfield and surrounding areas.
 
Springfield already bears a disproportionate burden of asthma. Emissions from this plant and the associated diesel truck deliveries would place our community members with asthma at increased risk for asthma morbidity and reduced quality of life.
I strongly suggest instead that Springfield look to wind and solar energy projects that will employ community members and provide energy to our community.
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