[image: image1.jpg]AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION-.

IN MASSACHUSETTS








460 Totten Pond Rd., Suite 400


Waltham, MA 02451


Tel: (781) 890-4262


Fax: (781) 890-4280





393 Maple St.


Springfield, MA 01105


Tel: (413) 737-3506


Fax: (413) 737-3511





1-800-LUNG USA


lungne.org





Chair�Brian M. Simonds, RRT, MBA (E. Longmeadow)


Vice Chair�Donna M Hawk, RRT (Westfield)


Secretary�Elisabeth Ann Logan, RN (Arlington)


George Bogosian (Watertown)


Stephen D. Clapp, Esq. (N. Attleboro)


Larry Corcoran (Wrentham)


Carol Dague (Braintree)


Leonard L. Desautelle (Boston)


Ronald J. Dorris, MD (Worcester)


David P. Hunt (Woburn)


Marie Lemoine, MSN (Palmer)


Nicholas Morganelli Jr. (Westfield)


David A. Neumeyer, MD (Burlington)


Lynn Ostrowski (Ludlow)


Clara Real (Westford)


Jussi Saukkonen, MD (Boston)


Patricia M. Schneider (Milton)


Kelly P. Shaw (Abington)


Aram Tomasian, MD (Belmont)


Andrew Villanueva, MD (Burlington)








Contact: Scott Keays


1-781-664-3438 (c)


781-314-9006 (w)


� HYPERLINK "mailto:skeays@lungne.org" �skeays@lungne.org� 





For Immediate Release: 									


Statement From 


The American Lung Association In Massachusetts 


On EEA’s Moratorium On Certain Biomass Facility Permit Applications


 


WALTHAM, MA – December 14, 2009 - The American Lung Association in Massachusetts (ALAMA) is pleased with Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Ian Bowles’ decision to direct the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to suspend review of permit applications for facilities proposing to use construction and demolition materials (C&D) as fuel for energy production until a comprehensive assessment of the environmental impacts is completed.  Moreover, the ALAMA applauds Secretary Bowles’ decision to direct MassDEP, in coordination with the Department of Public Health (DPH), to conduct a review of the potential public health impacts associated with the combustion of C&D.





Studying the environmental and health impacts of C&D burning should be a high priority of the Patrick Administration due to its potential to release harmful chemicals such as arsenic, lead, and chromium into the air.  However, the ALAMA requests that this review be broadened to include all commercial biomass burning facilities, which also pose substantial threats to the Commonwealth’s health and air quality.    


For years, the ALAMA has viewed biomass burning as a significant source of air pollution.  We believe that the plants proposed in Massachusetts will create an unnecessary risk to both our state’s health and air quality and are particularly concerned by inefficient and dirty sources of power located in communities that already suffer from poor air quality and high asthma rates.  


The ALAMA views this moratorium and study as an important step by the Patrick Administration in protecting public health and air quality and call upon Governor Patrick and EEA Secretary Bowles to expand this effort to study the health and environmental impacts of all commercial biomass burning. 
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